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Abstract

This study aimed to clarify the role of community participation in sustainable
urban development in Khanyounis - a case study of Khanyounis municipality,
as well as researching the relationship between community participation and its
level in achieving urban development in Khanyounis. The study sheds light on
one of the means of community participation, which is the neighborhood
committees in Khanyounis in terms of their presence, role, importance,
obstacles, and problems related to them. This study seeks to provide officials
and those in charge of community development programs in the city of
Khanyounis with sufficient information about these committees, in addition to
educating the people of the importance of participating in them for the sake of
developing the local community. To achieve these goals, the researcher used the
descriptive analytical approach, and the field descriptive approach, depending
on primary and secondary sources of information. The researcher also
conducted the study on a sample of community members, in addition to
interviewing members of neighborhood committees in Khanyounis governorate
and with community program officials in some institutions operating in
Khanyounis. The results of the study indicated that there is a desire and positive
orientation among the study sample towards community participation and the
importance of its role in urban development. They are aware of the role of
neighborhood committees as a tool for community participation to achieve
urban development and that the population understands and participates in the
nature of activities carried out by neighborhood committees. The study also
showed that there is a diversification in the fields of voluntary work, between
health, cultural, environmental and social, especially social volunteering. The
members of the study sample also believe that community participation is
required in all areas of life and society, and the city of Khanyounis suffers from
many environmental problems, including environmental problems, sound
(noise), and sanitation. The results also showed that there were no statistically
significant differences between the averages of the respondents' responses about
the role of community participation in sustainable urban development in
Khanyounis due to the variables: (gender, age, educational qualification, and
profession). There is also a decline in the level of urban development in the area
under study, especially electricity and fixed-line services, and afforestation in
the city. The study recommended the necessity of expanding the scope of
volunteer work for neighborhood members in order to enhance the capabilities
of neighborhood committees to confront and address problems, as well as the
necessity of educating residents about the importance of volunteering and
urging them with their families to actively participate in the activities of
neighborhood committees. The study also emphasized the importance of the
concerned authorities inspecting the needs of society and identifying the
demands of its members.
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